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In  our  area,  a  market  analysis  found that 
for  ever y t wo famil ies  making bet ween 
thir t y  and f i f t y  percent of  the Area Median 
Income (AMI),  there is  only  one affordable 
unit  of  housing avai lable to them. 

A minimum wage earner  would have to 
work nearly  four full-time jobs  to  afford 
a  t wo -bedroom unit  at  the Fair  Market  Rate 
in  Fair fax Count y.

For more than 40 years, GSH has helped 
end homelessness and enable self-
sufficienc y by providing affordable 
housing and emergenc y financial ser vices 
to low-income and working families and 
individuals in Fair fax County, Virginia. 

Last year alone we helped more than 
1,000 working- class households who were 
living unstably housed or were, in fact, 
experiencing an episode of homelessness. 

Our housing is not just “bricks and sticks”. 
Rather, our housing is the kind of housing 
that gives households a fresh star t to 
a new future. When combined with our 
strong suppor t ser vices, our housing gives 
them hope, by transforming their l ives, 
their neighborhoods and our community. 

Within two years, most of our residents 
become self-sufficient by improving their 
credit scores, enhancing their incomes, 
slashed their debt burdens, and learning to 
budget and spend their dollars wisely. 

M o s t  o f  a l l ,  t h e y  h ave  re a c h e d  a  m e a s u re 
o f  f i n a n c i a l  i n d e p e n d e n ce.  Pe r m a n e nt 
h o u s i n g  w i l l  n ow  a l way s  b e  t h e i r s. 
Ho u s i n g  h a s  b e e n  s e c u re d.  I t  i s  n o  l o n g e r 
w h e re  t h e y  s t ay  j u s t  fo r  to d ay.

By the Numbers Transforming Lives GSH Programs 

In mid-September, one of our residents, 
Francine, a mother of two small children, 
moved on from GSH housing and signed a 
lease in her own name. 

In May 2015, Francine was working for a 
newspaper distributor, and unable to afford 
housing in our area, she found herself and 
her family having to relocate to the Red 
Carpet Inn located nex t to our office.

Within a month of learning about GSH and 
being interviewed, she had moved into one 
of our Farrington Place units — a stone’s 
throw from the Huntington Metro.

While living with us, Francine was 
determined to improve her employability and 
earn more income.  She completed a certified 
nursing assistant’s course, graduating with 
her CNA certificate, and secured a higher-
paying position as a healthcare aide.  Her 
improving income helped her to cleanup her 
debt and credit issues, resulting in a much 
stronger credit score.

Also having secured a housing choice voucher 
— which required better credit and a solid 
work income — she was able to sign a lease 
in her own name.  The family moved on to a 
townhome rental on Richmond Highway.

A great success story and a great report on 
the kind of impact we have on our residents.  
Here’s a quote from her thank-you note to GSH:

A pa r t m e n t s  B u d g e t i n g 
C o u n s e l i n g  ( A B C ) 
We help struggling households obtain 
housing that is affordable. Once housed 
with GSH, we provide them individualized 
case management that will  help them 
clean up their credit histor y, learn new 
money management skills and gain the 
financial independence they need to move 
on to financial success.

H o u s i n g  a s  T o p 
P r i o r i t y  ( HTP   ) 
GSH offers a bridge to affordable rental 
housing in the community, along with 
guidance, suppor t,  and limited financial 
assistance to those households facing 
homelessness. 

E m e r g e n c y  S e r v i c e s 
A s s i s ta n c e  ( ES  ) 
GSH provides assistance to households 
at risk of homelessness with one-time 
per year financial grants that prevent 
evictions and util ity disconnections, or 
help with first month’s rents and security 
deposits.  Applicants requesting assistance 
are carefully evaluated for factors that 
lead to long-term housing stability. 

C h i l d r e n ’ s  R e s o u r c e s 
We help ensure that children in our 
housing programs do not miss out on 
critical after-school and extracurricular 
enrichment activities.  This long-standing 
program provides our children with school 
supplies, holiday gifts,  access to summer 
camps, music lessons, and STEM programs. 

Our Impact 

Without your assistance, I honestly don’t 
know where we would be. We are so 

thankful to have had the support of Good 
Shepherd Housing in building our future. 

Thank you for the work that you do!

“ “


