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I AM FOR THE CHILD IN THIS ISSUE 

CASA Serves More Children  
By Ann Wrixon 
CASA increased the number of foster  
children that we served in the last year by 
20%, serving 172 foster youth. As you may 
know, the CASA Board of Directors is com-
mitted to serving 400 foster children a year 
by 2021, and we are thrilled that we were 
able to serve so many children during the 
first year of our expansion.  

We anticipate increasing the number of 
foster children served this year by 32% to 
227. We have an urgency about this mis-
sion because CASA youth have such good 
outcomes (see the story on page 2). 

We believe that every foster child deserves 
to have the same chance of success as any 
other child, which means they need a sup-
portive adult in their life who is looking out 
for them. This means an adult who is check-
ing if they have enough credits to graduate 
from high school, ensuring they are seeing 
a dentist and a doctor every year for prima-
ry and preventive care, and just listening to 
their concerns about school, friends or 
their living situation.  

Most frequently, a CASA volunteer is the 
adult who makes sure everything is on track 
for the child, and ensures that they will 
have a successful transition to adulthood.  

Trauma-Informed Care 
 
As CASA increases the number of foster 
children we serve, we are also working 
to increase the quality of services we 
provide. In particular, we have enhanced 
our training for volunteers on trauma-
informed care.  

Research shows that the stress of ad-
verse childhood experiences (ACEs), 
such as physical or emotional abuse or 
losing a parent to divorce, imprisonment 
or foster care, has a long-term-impact 
on physical and mental health outcomes 
even 40 years later. Recently, research-
ers were able to empirically prove that 
there are four positive childhood experi-
ences that moderate the effect of having 
three or more ACEs.  
These include:  
1) Family stood by me,  
2) Felt supported by friends,  
3) Sense of belonging at high school,  
4) Enjoyed community traditions.  

CASA is providing this information to 
CASA volunteers and working to develop 
interventions that would help our youth 
to have some of these positive child-
hood experiences.  

CASA Outcomes Are Excellent 
Outcomes for CASA youth are outstanding, including 
excellent high school graduation and college attendance 
rates. 

#GivingTuesday November 28  
Giving Tuesday is November 28th, and CASA is 
participating with $20,000 in matching funds. 
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CASA Youth Outcomes Are 
Outstanding 
 
Although CASA youth are twice as likely to 
live in a group home or shelter and 12% less 
likely to live with a relative, they have better 
educational and health outcomes than foster 
youth without a CASA. In addition, they are 
three times more likely to have an authoriza-
tion for psychotropic medication, which may 
mean they have more mental illness, or it 
may just mean that they are receiving more 
mental health services due to having an ad-
vocate. This appears to be the case for medi-
cal and dental care as well since almost 97% 
of CASA youth have had a regular medical 
exam and 87% have had a regular dental 
exam compared to 51% and 37% of Contra 
Costa County foster youth overall.  

CASA youth are also seven and a half times 
more likely to have an Individualized Educa-
tion Plan (IEP), which might indicate they 
have more educational needs, or it may 
mean that the CASA volunteer is working to 
ensure that a needed IEP is in place. The  
latter is the more likely since CASA youth  
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have a 95% high school graduation rate, 
which is 25% higher than the California 
overall average of 70.5% for foster youth, 
and is even higher than the overall Califor-
nia high school graduation rate of 88%. 
Finally,  67% of CASA youth who graduate 
from high school attend college or other 
post-secondary education. 

Sources: 

 California CASA survey, completed in 2017 

 California Child Welfare Indicators Project 
for the first quarter of 2017 

CASA OUTCOMES DATA 

FAST FACTS 

 

5.4% 
Percentage of funds spent on Fundraising.  

 

6.1% 
Percentage of funds spent on Administration.  

  

88.5% 
Percentage of funds spent on Programs.  

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES 

TOTAL  
REVENUE:  

July 1, 2016—June 30, 2017 ACTIVE CASA VOLUNTEERS:  

    147 

TOTAL CHILDREN SERVED:  

    172 

$677,287 

$661,944 TOTAL  
EXPENSES:  

30,513  
volunteer hours  

valued at 

$803,710 

ACTIVE CASA VOLUNTEERS 

SOURCES OF FUNDS: 
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At this year’s Evening of Promise Gala CASA 
honored Allison Tabor as the Volunteer of 
the Year and Matthew Cawley as the CASA 
Youth of the Year. 

Matthew’s Story:  
A Portrait of Resilience 
CASA highlighted Matthew Cawley’s story in  
a video shown at the gala where Matthew 
shared his experience living homeless with 
his family in two cars, his love for his sisters 
and admiration for his father. Despite diffi-
culties in their living situation, Matthew was 
happy because he was with his family. When 
he and his siblings were placed in foster care 
because his father could no longer care for 
them, Matthew was truly frightened. He 
referred to foster care as a very difficult and 
dark place. Matthew explained how CASA 
volunteer, Allison Tabor changed his life. 
 

Allison Tabor:  
CASA Volunteer of the Year 
At the end of the video, Matthew thanked 
his CASA volunteer, Allison Tabor, for every-

thing she had done for 
him, bringing tears to 
many eyes. In her re-
marks, Allison explained 
the great joy and satis-
faction she got from 
being a CASA volunteer. 
She also implored the 
audience to help foster 
children in any way 
they could because 
these are our children 
who deserve our love 
and support.  
 

Matthew Cawley, Outstanding 
CASA Youth 

Matthew Cawley deliv-
ered a heartfelt and 
inspiring speech ex-
plaining why he looks 
to the future with 
great hope and opti-
mism despite the 
many obstacles he has 

faced in his life. Mr. Cawley is currently a 
college student studying engineering.  

CASA Honors Community  
Partners 
Evening of Promise also honored Kathleen 
Odne of the Dean and Margaret Lesher 
Foundation, Chevron Foundation, and the 
Contra Costa Board of Supervisors for their 
work to support the most vulnerable 
members of our community, including 
foster children. 
 

Gala Raises Funds and 
Awareness 
This year’s Evening of Promise Gala was 
the most successful to date, raising ap-
proximately $235,000 (net) for the CASA 
program, including $100,000 in direct do-
nations through the “Help a Child” gifts.  
 

Corporate & Foundation 
Sponsors 
We were honored that many local compa-
nies supported the gala with sponsorships 
and silent and live auction donations.  
We are very grateful to everyone, espe-
cially: The Presenting Sponsor: Seeno 
Homes, the Gold Sponsor: Chevron Corpo-
ration,  Silver Sponsors: California Bank 
and Trust, Fremont Bank, Glynn & Finley 
LLP, Lesher Foundation and Phillips 66. 
Bronze Sponsors: AT&T, Hughes, Gill, 
Cochrane & Tinetti, and Stifel.  
Table Sponsors: F&M Bank, John Muir 
Health Foundation, Charles Schwab & Co., 
Carol and Eric Benson, Susan Burnett and 
Richard Elliott, Dr. Judy Castro, Gregg 
Chavaria and Charlie Mead, Kristine 
Duffield, David and Sara Fleisig, Phillip and 
Beverly McLeod, Mindy and Michael  
Murphy, Bob Salgado, John Witaschek, 
and Sue and Jim Woolwine. 
Quest Foundation provided $30,000 in 
matching funds to “Help a Child.” 

Evening of  
Promise Gala 

Allison Tabor, CASA 
Volunteer of the Year, 
gives a motivating 
speech at Evening of 
Promise. 

Dan Ashley ABC News/
CASA Board Member, 
David Fraser for Supervi-
sor Federal Glover, Ann 
Wrixon, CASA Executive 
Director, Supervisor 
Candace Anderson, 
Supervisor Diane Burgis, 
Lisa Chow for Supervisor 
Karen Mitchoff, Naser 
Javaid for Assembly 
Member, Tim Grayson. 

Contra Costa Board of Supervisors,  

Public Service Award 

Members of the Board of Supervisors accept their 
awards. CASA honored them for their work to develop an 
interconnected group of services supporting our most 
needy citizens, including foster children.    

LIGHT OF HOPE HONOREES 

Kathleen Odne, Legacy 
Award 
Ms. Odne spoke about her life and career 
as an educator, mother, and finally as the 
first Executive Director of the Dean and 
Margaret Lesher Foundation. CASA hon-
ored Ms. Odne for her work over the last 
23 years building an infrastructure of 
support for the non-profit community in 
Contra Costa County. 

Chevron Corporation,    
Community Benefit Award 
Dan Ashley, Ann Wrixon and Brad Inloes 
stand at the podium after Mr. Inloes 
accepted the Community Benefit Award 
on behalf of Chevron Corporation. CASA 
honored Chevron for their commitment 
to the community, including to young 
women, youth of color and LGBT youth.   
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Since 2012, people around the world have 
been celebrating #GivingTuesday on the 
Tuesday following Thanksgiving, to bring 
about real change in communities using the 
potential of social media and human kind-
ness. CASA has joined this movement and will 
kick off the holiday giving season on Novem-
ber 28th.  

Matching Funds 

Thanks to Quest Foundation's generous offer 
of matching funds up to a total of $20,000, 
your donation to CASA can be doubled.  

Please take a moment right now 
to look at the different ways you 
can participate listed below. 
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#GivingTuesday November 28th 

How to Participate in #GivingTuesday for CASA 

Updates All Day As We Try to 

Reach our Goal of $20,000 

Throughout the day on November 28th,  

we will update you about how we are  

doing in reaching our $20,000 matching 

grant goal. We will post on our Facebook 

page , Twitter, and send out email updates.  

We are very excited to partner with Quest 

Foundation on this matching grant, as it 

will provide us with the funds we need to 

fuel our expansion and serve more foster 

children.  

Follow us: 

 

 

1. Send a Check or Credit  
Card Donation to CASA 
You can make checks out to “CASA,” and 
mail it in the enclosed envelope, or use 
the enclosed card to send a donation 
using your credit card.  
 

2. Make a Donation in Person 
Stop by the CASA office and give us an 
opportunity to thank you in person and 
introduce you to our staff.  
Come celebrate #GivingTuesday with us  
and enjoy delicious cookies, cake and  
other goodies.  
 

We are located at:  
2151 Salvio St., Ste. 295,  
Concord, CA 94520 

3. Make a Donation on CASA’s 
Website or Facebook Page: 

 
 https://cccocasa.org/donations/

Support-CASA-of-Contra-Costa-County 

 https://www.facebook.com/
CASAofContraCostaCounty/ 

 

4. Set up a #GivingTuesday  
Fundraiser on Facebook: 

 

Ask your friends to support CASA by 
setting up a fundraiser on Facebook. 
 

More info:  
https://www.facebook.com/fundraisers 

CASAofContraCostaCounty 
 

CASAofccco 
 

casaofcontracostacounty 

 California State Employee Giving: 

CASA has joined Our Promise, one of the largest philanthropic giving campaigns in  
California. If you are a current or a retired state employee, you can make a donation by 

using our organization number: 15023. Go to: ourpromiseca.org/give  

Federal Employee Giving: 

CASA is also part of the Combined Federal Campaign for federal employees. If you are a 
current or retired federal employee, you can make a donation by using our CFC number: 

40363. Go to: cfctoday.org 

https://cccocasa.org/donations/Support-CASA-of-Contra-Costa-County
https://cccocasa.org/donations/Support-CASA-of-Contra-Costa-County
https://www.facebook.com/CASAofContraCostaCounty/
https://www.facebook.com/CASAofContraCostaCounty/
https://www.facebook.com/fundraisers

