Endangered otters
spotted at Polepally

Sudipta Sengupta | Tnn

Hyderabad: When a bunch of smooth-
coated otters, a rare endangered mam-
mal, surfaced from nowhere in a small
lake at Polepally in Mahbubnagar, na-
ture lovers were enthused by their sud-
den presence in the village, which has
no water inlet. A month later, two of the
six otters that had been spotted have
died and wildlife experts fear that the
rest of these endangered
animals (as per the
Wildlife Act) might also
perish soon due to the
lack of an appropriate
habitat.

Locals at Polepally
say that the two otters
that died last week could
be either due to poaching
or starvation. The
smooth-coated otter is
categorised as a ‘vulner-
able’ species, with their
numbers fast declining.
Experts say that if not
protected, they may soon
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department that has wildlife activists
worried. While these otters have cur-
rently made a small water tank in the
village their home, experts say it is not
suitable for their existence. “They are
used to fast-flowing water and need a
river or a larger water body to stay alive.
They cannot survive in a tank,” said
Farida Tampal, state director of World
Wildlife Foundation-India (WWF') sug-
gesting that these animals should be
trapped and released in
Krishna river, where
there is a considerable
presence of such otters.
It is suspected that the
otters reached the village
during the floods last
year.

While adaptability is
definitely a matter of
concern, some environ-
mentalists feel that it is
the threat of poaching of
these animals that
should be taken more se-
riously. Research shows
' that the fur of smooth-
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little to save the rare an-
imals. Officials of the de-
partment said they had
no reason for concern.
Bhaskar Reddy, chief

conservator of forest extinct
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awareness among the lo-
cals about these otters
that cause no harm to
human life. But the vil-
lagers are intimidated,”
said a member of the

said, “We were ap-
proached by an NGO to look into the
matter. After a field visit, we gathered
that the smooth-coated otters were very
comfortable in that particular envi-
ronment and, therefore, should be left
there.” Reddy further said that moving
them from the present location would
be harmful for the animal.

It is this complacency of the forest
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state’s anti-poaching
squad working in this area.

As per Red List of the Internation-
al Union for Conservation of Nature
(IUCN), aleading authority on envi-
ronment, smooth-coated otters fall un-
der the "vulnerable’ category. This im-
plies that their numbers are fast de-
clining and, therefore, need appropri-
ate protection.
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