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I. Background 
 
Consultation with the community is an important part of the ongoing strategic planning 
efforts for ending the child sexual abuse and early marriages . The first week of September 
06, 2016 Apause and Foundation for equal rights and Opportunities (FERO) invited about 40 
Community leaders (block leaders) in Luwinga, Mzuzu under the “Girls not Wives campaign” 

Teenage pregnancies have been on the increase in the area of Luwinga and as result it could 
lead to Child marriage that violates girls’ rights to health, education and opportunity. It 
exposes girls to violence throughout their lives, and traps them in a cycle of poverty.  

Child marriage directly hinders the achievement of at least six of the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) Child marriages are often disempowered, dependent on their 
husbands and deprived of their fundamental rights to health, education and safety. Neither 
physically nor emotionally ready to become wives and mothers, children who get married 
below the age of 18 at greater risk of experiencing dangerous complications in pregnancy and 
child birth, becoming infected with HIV/AIDS and suffering domestic violence.  

With little access to education and economic opportunities, they and their families are more 
likely to live in poverty, and transfer it to the next generation. These acts are perpetrated by 
many types of offenders, including men and women, strangers, trusted friends or family, and 
people of all sexual orientations, socioeconomic classes, and cultural backgrounds. 

As a country it feels the impact, a system that undervalues the contribution of young women 
limits its own possibilities. In this way, child marriage drains countries of the innovation and 
potential that would enable them to thrive. 

Objective of the Meeting 
 
The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the issue of teen pregnancy within Luwinga 
ward, identify the root causes and consequences of this issue for the teens and the 
community, and to map a way forward in solving this issue. 
 
 
 Major challenges for the community  
 

 Lack of knowledge of legal instruments that handle issues of defilement and rape 

 Fear of law enforcement agencies 



 Lack of understanding of child protection issues and the role of the social welfare 
office and local NGO’s 

 No community bye-laws to determine and harmonize actions to be taken with regard 
to various violations of children’s right 

 
The information that follows is a summary of the community stakeholders’ observations, 
Challenges and needs. 
 
 
II. Feedback from the community block leaders 
 

 Girls walk long distances to school 
 Girls use the Mzuzu University campus as a short cut to luwinga secondary school 

hence they are coerced and never attend classes and engage in unhealthy 
relationships with university students 

 A  gap between children and their parents to talk about issues affecting them 
 Un trained Child protection committees and follow up 
 Requesting the government to turn luwinga community day into boarding school 
 Teenage pregnancies is a tradition 
 Train and intensify mothers groups 
 12 un reported cases of  teenage school girls who are pregnant 
  Don’t know who to report to when a child has been sexually abused 
 Factors contributing to disclosure, reveals there are many factors that inhibit 

disclosure. In addition to being developmentally vulnerable, children are often 
manipulated to feel guilty or responsible for the abuse. These children may fear the 
disclosure will not be believed, or that it will negatively affect their own well-being and 
that of their families. Moreover, they may be concerned about consequences for the 
perpetrator, as often the perpetrators are familiar figures who develop complex, 
confusing, and ambivalent relationships with the child. 

 
II. Next Steps 

The complex mix of cultural and economic factors mean there is not a single, simple 
solution. But, through partnership long-term programming and a willingness to learn 
from our successes and failures, we can end teenage pregnancies and early marriage 
in Mzuzu and Malawi. 

Specific to the issue raised in Luwinga ward, stakeholders present decided on the 
following: 

 Creation of child protection committees to be trained in proper case 
handling  

 Hold sensitization meetings with the community including the block 
leaders 



 DSWO, FERO and Mzuzu Apause to support block leaders during their 
community sensitization where parents will also be urged to speak to 
children about their sexual reproductive health rights and responsibilities 

 Creation of bye-laws  
 Organise an interface meeting with the block leaders, child magistrate 

and Mzuni students 

III.Conclusion  

This report, summarizes the feedback provided by the community leaders in attendance. In 
addition to the points and issues mentioned above, community leaders stressed the fact 
that NGO’s and the DSWO should not await donor funding to hold meetings with them that 
concern their communities. They do not need allowances as an incentive to learn about 
ways to address pressing issues affecting them and their children. 
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